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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington, 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London (including " Gleanings" by Mr. H. F. Waters, 

not before printed). 



William Nelson of Penrith, county Cumberland, Mercer. 
Will 24 October 1670; proved 8 November 1670. To Bridgett 
Nelson, my foueing wife, the house I dwell in Rowkeley Lane, 
and a tenement in Penreth I have in Morgage from my Brother 
Christopher Ramney. To Hugh Nelson, my son and heir, the 
house in Rowkely layne I usually let, 10 acres, etc., being on 
high wetherigg, a close called Gamblinge close, 3 roods on New- 
lands (which 3 roods Hugh Nelson my father is to have for life), 
a barne in Castle gate called Hall and Smithes Barne, he to pay 
to my father Hugh Nelson 6s. yearly for life. To John Nelson, 
my 2nd son, houses in Morgage from by Brother Christopher 
Rumney, 1 acre bought of Arthur Robinson, 1 rood of Mathew 
Smith, 1 rood of William Bowerbank, 1 acre on Brackenberry 
lands had in exchange from John Sanderson. To wife Bridgett 
;£6o. To Brother Christopher Rumney £5. To Anne Meason, 
my god-daughter, one of the children of my Brother in law An- 
thony Mason, 20s, and to Marion, Margarett, and Katherine 
Meason, other 3 children, 10s. apiece. To poor of Penrith 40s. 
Executors and joint legatees: Wife Bridgett, sons Hugh and 
John, my wife to have control till sons are 21; if she die before 
I make my Brothers John Nelson and Thomas Nelson, Brother in 
law Anthony Meason, and my friend James Collinson guardians. 
Witnesses: Heugh Nellson, Christopher Rumney, John Nelson, 
James Collinson, Anthony Meason, John Patteson. 

Consistory of Carlisle, will filed 1670. 

John Nelson of Penrith, County Cumberland, Batchelor. 
Will 6 July 1724; proved 25 January 1725-6 [?]. To my sister 
Mrs. Sarah Nelson a guinea. To my neice Mrs. Dorothy Wil- 
kinson a guinea! To my nephew Mr. William Nelson, late of 
Barbados, but now of Virginia, one guinea to be paid by my 
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executor when he shall demand the same. To Sarah, Dorothy, 
Bridget, George, Mary, and Hugh Wilkinson, sons and daugh- 
ters of Mrs. Dorothy Wilkinson, my aforesaid neice, £10 each 
when 21. To my nephew Mr. Hugh Nelson, mercer, my house 
in Nether End in Penreth, and he to be Residuary Legatee and 
Executor. An apprizement of goods and chattels 24 January 
1725-6 [?] j£ii. 6s. od. Apprizers, Thomas Winter and Wil- 
liam Richardson. Exhibited 25 January 1725-6 [?] a Bond of 
Hugh Nelson, Executor, and W. Richardson, Tho: Winter. 
Witnesses to will : Thomas Nelson, Ralph Vazie, Sam Denney. 
Consistory of Carlisle, will filed 1725. 

[In this Magazine, XIII, 403, 40.?, were printed abstracts of the wills 
of Hugh Nelson, of Penrith (pro. 1709), father of Thomas Nelson, the 
emigrant to Virginia, and of Hugh Nelson, of Penrith, brother of the 
emigrant. In the text are now printed the wills of William Nelson, 
grandfather of the emigrant, and of John Nelson, another of the emi- 
grant's brothers Thomas Nelson, who settled at Yorktown, Va., was 
born in 1677, and, therefore, by the ordinary computation of generations 
his father, Hugh Nelson, was born about 1647, grandfather, William 
Nelson, about 1607, and great-grandfather, Hugh Nelson, about 1587. 
Mr. Withington has compiled from the Consistory Court of Carlisle ab- 
stracts of a considerable number of wills and grants of administration, 
and copies of inventories, beginning with the will of George Nelson, of 
Penrith, proved 1556. These wills, administrations and inventories are 
thirty-four in number; but except the two here printed, none of them 
show any connection with the immediate ancestry of the Virginia Nel- 
sons. None of them mention Hugh Nelson the elder, and there is like- 
wise no mention of him in the numerous extracts from the transcripts of 
the Penrith parish registers which Mr. Withington has also made. The 
only entries referring to the immediate line of the emigrant are those of 
the marriage on April 3d, 1662, of Anthony Meason and Elizabeth Nelson; 
of the birth, February 20, 1663-4, of Hugh, son of Thomas Nelson; of 
the marriage of Hugh Nelson and Sarah Nelson, both of Penrith, in 
February, 1673-4 (the parents of the emigrant), and of the baptism of 
William, son of Hugh and Sarah Nelson, on October 15, 1674 (an elder 
brother of the emigrant). 

The Nelsons were very numerous in and about Penrith, and, indeed, 
appear to have been almost a small clan, comprising people of various 
trades and occupations, though none of them large property owners.] 

Addenda. 

Mr. Withington returned from the United States to England 



